
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated so many underlying issues and ongoing
challenges faced by families in Michigan and across the country.  
In order to keep us on track, we need to make historic investments in Michiganders
of all ages to empower them to continue learning in the classroom and pursue post-
secondary opportunities. To do so, her budget calls for the largest investment in K-12
schools in our state’s history.
Some highlights include:

A $203 million investment to increase base per-pupil funding and an increase
of $141 million to continue implementing a weighted foundation model that
ensures students in special education programs, facing poverty, in rural and
isolated districts, and English language learners have the resources they need to
succeed in our public schools.
$200 million to help schools and school districts stabilize and mitigate the
impacts of COVID-19 on their students.
And an additional $250 million to facilitate student academic recovery, mental
and physical health, and post-secondary transition.

Also, we are releasing a plan today to make sure no students slipped
through the cracks amidst the transition to remote learning in the past year.

$120 million for summer learning and enrichment programs so our kids can make
up ground they lost during the pandemic.
And $55 million for the Filters First Program so all schools can provide their
students access to clean, safe drinking water.

To give working parents a much-needed boost, the budget invests $370 million to
significantly lower childcare costs, in some cases down to zero.

This game-changing investment in early learning will provide access to quality,
affordable childcare for 150,000 additional families.
It immediately and directly helps parents continue working while giving them the
peace of mind to know that their kids can continue to grow and learn.

By making a sizeable investment in childcare, we can help alleviate the burden
faced by working families, especially women and specifically women of color, who
have had to make countless sacrifices to put food on the table and care for their
kids.

THE GOVERNOR PUT FORTH HER THIRD BUDGET THAT PRIORITIZES PUTTING PEOPLE

BACK TO WORK AND SENDING KIDS BACK TO SCHOOL SAFELY SO WE CAN BUILD

BACK BETTER. 

The governor’s Fiscal Year 2022 budget builds on the MI COVID Recovery Plan she
has already laid out and keep us on the road to recovery. 
All budgets are about values, and this one makes the governor’s clear: equitably
grow our economy by investing in our children and public education, expanding
economic opportunity, safeguarding public health, backing essential infrastructure
projects and clean energy initiatives, and protecting the environment. 

FIRST, OUR FAMILIES.
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We must rise to meet the infrastructure challenges our state faces that have been
building up—pun intended—for decades.
This budget helps us meet these challenges with investments like:

$300 million to repair approximately 120 local bridges, including 60 that are so
dangerous they should be closed right now. These bridges are in counties
spanning the state, from Oakland to Ottawa; Genesee to Grand Traverse;
Macomb to Iron.

One of these bridges is the Miller Road Bridge, next to the Ford factory that
builds one of Michigan’s—and America’s—most iconic vehicles, the F-150.

$290 million in infrastructure grants for the Michigan Clean Water Plan, a
critical investment that confronts our significant water infrastructure shortfalls
and supports thousands of good-paying jobs along the way.
And $40 million in grants to local government to fund water resiliency
infrastructure designed to tackle storm water management, coastal erosion,
and flooding.

THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET BACKS SHOVEL-READY PROJECTS THAT GET TO WORK

FIXING THE DAMN ROADS.

IN ADDITION, HER BUDGET FUNDS CLEAN ENERGY INITIATIVES AND ALLOCATES FUNDS

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.

The reality is that climate change has already caused tangible harm throughout
Michigan, with communities of color and low-income Michiganders suffering
disproportionately.
And that is why the budget includes:

$20 million for contaminated site cleanup to support rapid response to
contaminated sites that pose an immediate threat.
$5 million for the State Facility Green Revolving Fund which is a catalyst for
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects at state facilities, helping
reduce the state’s carbon footprint.
$5 million for the Michigan Saves Green Bank to leverage private investment in
clean energy improvements by incentivizing lenders to provide more favorable
rates and terms for renewable energy improvements, promoting $150 million in
private capital for clean energy improvements across the state.

GOVERNOR WHITMER’S BUDGET CONTINUES THE HER COMMITTMENT TO

STRENGHTENING THE ECONOMY AND PROVIDING PATHS TO OPPORTUNITY

To support small businesses, the governor has already proposed $225 million in the
MI COVID Recovery Plan to target small businesses left out of other relief programs,
ensuring they have the resources they need to recover and grow.
Additionally, she is launching a brand-new, $25 million Mobility Futures Initiative
that supports a statewide effort to ensure that Michigan continues to drive the
future of mobility and electrification.
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THE GOVERNORS BUDGET MAKES SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS IN WORKING

MICHIGANDERS, ENSURING THAT THEY CONTINUE TO SUCCEED.

For direct health care workers, I am proud to announce that we are permanently
extending the $2 per hour wage increase with a bold, $360 million investment.

These heroes have been working tirelessly amid a grave public health crisis and
they deserve to be compensated for their dedication.

This budget takes tangible steps towards the governors 60x30 goal by putting nearly
$200 million towards into programs that help Michiganders access professional
certificates, skills training, and higher education, we can boost their career
opportunities amidst the economic downturn.
A couple highlights:

$120 million for the Reconnect program, created with bipartisan support, which
provides Michiganders 25 or older a tuition-free path to attend in-demand
industry certificate programs or attain an associate degree.
$60 million for Futures for Frontliners, which offers college tuition to essential
workers who have been working tirelessly through the pandemic to help keep
the rest of us going.
$15 million for the Going Pro program which expands employer-based training
grants for new and current employees in high-demand, skilled trades.
And $3 million for a Statewide Apprenticeship Program to expand our talent
pool in the construction and building trades.

THE GOVERNOR’S 2022 BUDGET INCLUDES MULTIPLE INVESTMENTS UNDER MY EQUITY

AGENDA, CONSIDERING THAT THIS VIRUS HAS DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED

MICHIGANDERS OF COLOR.

This includes $7.4 million to expand the Health Moms & Healthy Babies initiative to
provide home visiting services to families with infants born with substance exposure.
$6.7 million for the Sickle Cell Disease Initiative to expand treatment coverage to
around 400 adults and increase outreach and clinical capacity supporting the
estimated 4,000 Michigan residents living with sickle cell disease, which
disproportionately affects Black Michiganders.
$8.4 million to reduce health disparities and expand the use of community-based
navigators to enhance access to coverage, and improve screening, data sharing,
and interoperability of existing systems through the Michigan Health Information
Network.
And $2.1 million for the Race, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Office to promote racial
equity and inclusion in all Department of Health and Human Services programs.

THE GOVERNOR’S 2022 BUDGET INCLUDES MULTIPLE INVESTMENTS UNDER MY EQUITY

AGENDA, CONSIDERING THAT THIS VIRUS HAS DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED

MICHIGANDERS OF COLOR.

By expanding skills training and access to childcare for families, making critical
investments to fix crumbling bridges and water infrastructure, and helping small
businesses recover from the historic economic downturn, we are taking concrete
steps to move Michigan forward and she is confident that Michigan can come out
of this crisis stronger than ever before.
The governor will continue reaching across the aisle and engage with the legislature
in good faith to ensure that we do not waste a dime of the federal aid we have
received so far and make further investments so we can all help the state that we
all love get back on its feet.
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This budget is a step in the right direction on the issues the governor ran on and the
stakes of the moment we face today.
It invests in our people, funds key projects, and unlocks potential.
And it is a balanced budget.
It is the spark we need to jumpstart our economy so we can fix the road ahead.
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